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In your own words…

1)	What is an expression?

2)	What is an equation?

3)	What is a coefficient?

Notes
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On the last day of the Ocean Bike Tours trip, the riders will be near
Wild World Amusement Park. They want to plan a stop there.

« What variables would affect the cost of the amusement park trip?
« Howwould those variables affect the cost?

Malcolm finds out that it costs $21 per person to visit Wild World.

Liz suggests thatthey make a table or graph relating admission price to

the number of people. However, Malcolm says there is a simple rule for
calculating the cost:

‘The costin dollars s equal to 21 times the number of people.
He wrote the rule as the statement:

cost =21 X number of people
Lizshortens Malcoln's statement by using single leters to stand for the

variables. She uses ¢ to stand for the cost and n to stand for the number
of people:

c=21xn

Note on Notation When you multiply a number by a letter variable, you
can leave out the multiplication sign. So, 21 means 21 X 1.

You can shorten the statement even more:

c=21n

50, 211is an expression for the total cost C. You obtain the total cost by
‘multiplying 21, the cost per person, by n, the number of people. The fact
that Cand 217 are equal gives the equation C = 211 Here, the number 21
s called the coefficient of the variable .

‘The equation ¢ = 217 involves one calculation. You multiply the number
of customers n by the cost per customer, $21. Many common equations
involve one calculation.




